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Morning Meditation 
Today we are brought to the threshold of Holy Week. This was the day the Jewish people chose the Passover 
Lamb. How quickly things can change in a week! On this Palm Sunday, we see Jesus enter Jerusalem with palms, a 
symbol of victory, strewn in the road and being waved. Yet it was from that entry that Jesus went to show His true 
love—His passion—by dying on the cross on Friday. That death showed His love for you. By faith, we believe what 
Jesus did was for us. Everything about us—our sin, our eternal destination—changed that week because Jesus took 
the road from palms to passion. Receive what Jesus did for you by faith, knowing your home in heaven was paid for 
with the King’s ransom—His own blood. 

-From CPH Creative Worship Series 
 
Welcome 
 
Holy Gospel-          Matthew 21:1-11 
 
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus 
sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, 
you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” This took place to fulfill what 
was spoken by the prophet, saying,  
 
                  “Say to the daughter of Zion,  
                  ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,  
      humble, and mounted on a donkey,  
      on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ”  
 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and put 
on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds that went before 
him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 
stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of 
Galilee.”  
 
Opening Song   “Arise”   
 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 
 
Confession And Absolution      
P Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD. 
C This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it. 
  
P I thank You that You have answered me and have become my salvation.  
C The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.  

 



 
P This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  
C This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 
P Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord! 
C We bless You from the house of the Lord. 
 
(Silence for prayer and personal confession.) 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P As we have confessed in our hearts, we now confess with our mouths: 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P God our Father in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  
 
(Sit) 
 
Old Testament-   Deuteronomy 32:36-39 
 
For the LORD will vindicate his people  
and have compassion on his servants,  
    when he sees that their power is gone  
and there is none remaining, bond or free.  
Then he will say, ‘Where are their gods,  
      the rock in which they took refuge,  
who ate the fat of their sacrifices  
      and drank the wine of their drink offering?  
      Let them rise up and help you;  
      let them be your protection!  
 “ ‘See now that I, even I, am he,  
    and there is no god beside me;  
I kill and I make alive;  
      I wound and I heal;  
      and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.  
 
Epistle  Philippians 2:5-11 
 
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of 
a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
 
 



Confession of Faith 
 
C I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
  and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
  and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Song of Praise  “Great Things  
 
Welcome of New Members 
 
Song of the Day “Build Your Kingdom Here”  
 
Offering   
An offering basket is available at the entrance 
 

Our tithes and offerings are brought forward and placed on the altar. 
For all things come from You, and of Your own have we given You. - 1 Chronicles 29:14 

 
(Sit) 
 
Sermon           Pastor Jonathan Dueker 
 
Prayers of the Church 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9–13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Remembrance of Christ’s Passion  Jesus is nailed to the cross 
 
P We praise You and bless You, O Christ.  
C By Your holy cross You have redeemed the world. 
 
P Consider Jesus, thrown down upon the cross, stretched out His arms and offered to His eternal Father the 

sacrifice of His life for so that we could be welcomed. They nailed His hands and feet, and then, raising the 
cross, left Him to die. 

 
 Then they sat down and kept watch over Him there. And over His head they put the charge against Him, 

which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.” And it was the third hour when they crucified him. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 
whom he loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then He said to the 
disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And it was the third hour when they crucified Him. 

 
P But He was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities;  
C upon Him was the punishment that brought us peace, and with His wounds we are healed. 
 
(Silence for personal reflection)  
 
Benediction   Numbers 6:24-26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Passion Reading                   Luke 23 
 
Then the whole company of them arose and brought [Jesus] before Pilate. And they began to accuse 
him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, 
and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.” And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
And he answered him, “You have said so.” Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find 
no guilt in this man.” But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all 
Judea, from Galilee even to this place.”  
 
When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he learned that he 
belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that 
time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had 
heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by him. So he questioned him at some 



length, but he made no answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 
And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in 
splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other 
that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other.  
Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to them, “You 
brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, 
behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your charges against him. Neither did Herod, for he sent 
him back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has been done by him. I will therefore punish and 
release him.”  
 
But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”— a man who had 
been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder. Pilate addressed them 
once more, desiring to release Jesus, but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he 
said to them, “Why? What evil has he done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will 
therefore punish and release him.” But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be 
crucified. And their voices prevailed. So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. He 
released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, 
but he delivered Jesus over to their will.  
 
And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, 
and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. And there followed him a great multitude of the 
people and of women who were mourning and lamenting for him. But turning to them Jesus said, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For 
behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never 
bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ 
and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when 
it is dry?” Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. And when they 
came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right 
and one on his left. And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they 
cast lots to divide his garments. And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, 
saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” The 
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, “If you are the King of 
the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”  
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself 
and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; 
but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  
 
It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 
while the sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with 
a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his 
last. Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man 
was innocent!” And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had 
taken place, returned home beating their breasts. And all his acquaintances and the women who had 
followed him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things.  
 
Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member of the 
council, a good and righteous man, who had not consented to their decision and action; and he was 
looking for the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he 
took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had 
ever yet been laid. It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning.  



The women who had come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was 
laid. Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments.  
 
On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.  
 
Closing Song “God Who Bleeds” 
 

 
† Go in peace and serve the Lord. † 

 


